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Amendments to the Claims; 

Please amend or cancel claims as indicated in the Listing of Claims tliat will 
replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

TJsting of Claims: 

1 .(currently amended): An apparatus for creating a tamper-proof document, 
comprising: 

an encoder feF -confieured to d igitally nnnndinfi encode a user-inputted 
portion of the document as encoded informatio na handwritten oignat wee; aad 

a placement selector configured to select a loca tion on the tamper-proof 

document to place the encoded information; 

an access selector configured to select a level of access for the encoded 

information: 

a processor configured to process, responsive to said access selector, the 

encoded information: and 

a printer configured to print the tamper-proof document incln Hinf» the 

encoded information as an area of givph marks a t the location, 

a printor for creating a - tampor proof document comprifling the digitally 

oncodod oignature. 

2,(cuiTently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 » wherein the tamper-proof 

document is a third part yt liird-partv check, 

3-4(canceled) 

5,(cuirently amended): A method for creating a tamper-proof document, 
comprising: 

digitally encoding a user-inputted portion o f the document as encoded 

infomiation; 
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selecting a location on the tamper-proof document to place t he encoded 
informarion; 

selecting a level of access for the encoded information: 

^ processings responsive to selecting the level of acce sis- the encoded 

infoimation: and 

printing the tamper-prnnf flnciiment including the encoded info rniatjon as 

an area of elvph marks at the location. 

' digitally oncoding a handwritten signature; and 

^ — printing tfao tamper proof documont oomprioing tli e digitally on eeded 

signature. 

6. (currently amended) The method of claim 5, wherein the tamper-proof 

document is a third part vt hird-partv check. 

7. (canceled) 

8. (curTently amended); The method of claim ^5, wherein tiie user-inputted portion 

is handwritten. 

9. (cuirently amended): A method for ensuring that a docimient has not been 

altered* comprising: 

digitally encoding a user-inputted portion of the document as encoded 

informationL 

selecting a location on the tamner-proof docu tnent tn place the encoded 

information: 

selecting a level of access for the encode d information: 

pTOcessing. responsive to selecting the level of acces s, the encoded 

information! 
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printintz the tamper-proof document inclu ding the encoded infomiatiQn as 

an area of glvph m arks at the location. 

^.^^ digitally onooding a uaor iaputtod portion of tho dooimi e nt; 

, printing tho documont comprioing the e ncodod information ; 

decoding the encoded informatio n as decode d information: «h4 

comparing the decoded information with the user-inputted portion; and 

identilying the docimient as altered, if the decoded information is not 
identical to the user-inputted portion. 

10.(original): The method of claim 9, wherein the user-inputted portion is handwritten. 

1 1 .(original): The method of claim 9, wherein xhe decoded information i$ a graphical 
recreation of the user-inputted portion. 

12. (currently amended): The method of claim 9, wherein the decoding step fUrther 

comprises placing the document under a viewport of a lens apparatus, wherein the 
viewport lens apparams c onverts the encoded information to decoded information. 

1 3. (original): The method of claim 12, further comprising the step of superimposing the 

decoded information on the document. 

14. (original): The mefliod of claim 12, further comprising the step of displaying the 

decoded information outside of the document. 

15-l6.(canceled) 

1 7,(currently amended): A computer-readable medium containing instructions for 
controlling a data processing system to perform a method for creating a tan^>er- 
proof document, the method comprising; 

diritaUv encoding a user-inputted po rtion of die document as encoded 

information: 
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_^ selecting a location on the tamuer-proof document to place the encoded 

information: 

selecting a level of access for the encoded in formation; 

processing, responsive to.selecting th e level of access, the encoded 

information: and 

printing the tamncr-proof document including the encoded information as 

an area of elvoh marks at the location^ 

_ digitally onooding a uaor inputted portion of tho docum e nt; and 

printing the tamper proof dooumont compriaing th e e ncoded infonnationj 

1 8.(original): The computer-readable medium of claim 17, wherein the user-inputted 
portion is handwritten. 

l9-29(canceled) 

30,(new): The computer-readable medium of claim 17, wherein the tamper-proof 
document is a third-party check. 
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